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SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 8, 1957 


Unirep Srates SENATE, 
SuscomMitree To INVESTIGATE THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL SecurrTy Act 
AND Oruer Internat Securtry Laws, 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D. CU. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10:35 a. m., in room 
457, Senate Office Building, Senator Roman L. Hruska presiding. 

Also present: Robert Morris, chief counsel; William Rusher, asso- 
ciate counsel; Benjamin Mandel, research director and Frank 
Schroeder, chief investigator. 

Senator Hruska. The committee will come to order. 

Mr. Morris. This morning, Senator, we have continuation of the 
hearings that the subcommittee engaged in last November 21, 1956. 
That was immediately prior to the subecommittee’s trip to Honolulu, 
where extensive testimony was taken about the operation of the 
ILWU, the International Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen’s 
Union. 

On November 21, 1956, Mr. E. L. Hageman, national president of 
the Commercial Telegraphers Union, W estern Union divi ision, AFL- 
CIO, testified. He testified about a situation which has been de- 
scribed by the Internal Security Subcommittee in the past as a threat 
to the internal security of the United States. 

This morning, Senator, we have two witesses prepared to testify. 
The first witness is Mr. Robert L. Applegate, Staff Director of the 
Industrial Security Programs Division, Office of the Secretary of 
Defense. 

I suggest, Senator, having had a previous session with both wit- 
nesses, that the hearing might be best developed by starting with 
Mr. Applegate, who will give the broad general policy. Then we 
will ask Mr. Lenahan to testify as to the situation in New York, that 
he be the second witness, and Mr. Applegate be called upon to give 
amplification on testimony of Mr. Lenahan. 

Senator Hruska. We will do it that way, then. 

Will you be sworn, Mr. Applegate? 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you will give before this 
subcommittee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Arpiecate. I do. 
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TESTIMONY OF ROBERT L. APPLEGATE, ALEXANDRIA, VA. 


Mr. Morris. What is your name, sir? 

Mr. Arpiecate. Robert Lee Applegate. 

Mr. Morris. What is your address? 

Mr. Arriecate. 2916 Argyle Drive, Alexandria, Va. 

Mr. Morris. What is your position in the Government, Mr. Apple- 
gate ¢ 

Mr. Appiecatr. I am Staff Director of Industrial Security Pro- 
grams Division, Office of Personnel Security Policy, Assistant Secre- 
tary of Defense for Manpower Personnel Reserve in OSD—Office of 
Secretary of Defense. 

Mr. Morris. Do you have a statement to make with regard to your 
test imony g 

Mr. Apptecate. Yes;I do. Shall I proceed ? 

Mr. Morris. Yes, please. 

Mr. Appiecate. Mr. Chairman, I am delighted to be here and to 
be of any assistance I can to this committee. 

At the outset, I would like to repeat a statement made before this 
committee by Secretary Wilber M. Brucker on April 29, 1955, in 
connection with the proposed Defense Facilities Protection Act, 
which was then under active consideration : 

The employment of known or potential subversives in facilities vital to the 
defense effort has long been a matter of deep concern to the Department of 
Defense. As matters now stand, the legal authority of the Department of De- 
fense is limited to the protection of classified information or material in the 
possession of the contractors of the Department of Defense and, based on this 
authority, access to such classified information or material is controlled by 
denying access to persons who are determined, under appropriate rules and regu- 
lations, to be security risks. 

Today, 2 years later, the situation described by Secretary Brucker 
remains unchanged. While the Secretary was speaking of the large 
number of facilities of importance to the Department of Defense, cov- 
ering a wide range of activities, it is my understanding that the com- 
mittee this morning wishes to fix its attention upon the secur ity con- 
ditions in certain communication facilities which may be considered 
vital to the defense effort. 

Obviously the entire communication system of this country plays 
an important part in our defense effort, a part which extends far and 
beyond the immediate and direct needs of the military departments. 
There are, however, certain facilities which, although serving the 
world community as a whole, perform important direct services for 
the military departments. 

Any loss or disruption of such services under emergency conditions 
by sabotage or other cause, or any compromise of classified informa- 
tion in these facilities, could have serious consequences. Such a pos- 
sibility causes us grave concern when these services bear directly on 
the transmission of our military messages, either coded or uncoded, 
which, of necessity, must be transmitted speedily, not only throughout 
the United States but to many points across the w orld. 

Where classified information is involved under these conditions, its 
protection requires that we make every effort to be sure the communi- 
cation company and each employee having access to such information 
is trustworthy. The company and its employees and field personnel 
of the three military departments are directed to follow carefully pre- 
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pared procedures and regulations, including those to meet unusual or 
emergency situations. This is strengthened further by frequent in- 
spections and reports. 

I might note here that the Department of Defense has always re- 
ceived splendid compliance from the many communication companies 
involved and their employees, in handling and protecting our military 
secrets. 

Up to this time we have been unable to satisfactorily meet under 
existing legislation all the security problems which arise in this com- 
plex field. “This is best illustrated in the fac ility where we may or may 
not have classified information but which, because of the nature of 
the service rendered by the facility, the Department of Defense de- 
pends upon to a high degree. Many public-utility type facilities fall 
into this category. 

In such facilities, when classified information is involved, we are 
able to determine the employee who is considered a security risk and 
to prevent him from working on classified work or from having access 
to classified information. Such an individual, however , may continue 
his employment with the facility, thus constituting a potent ial threat 
to our security posture. 

This situation is further aggravated in instances where the employ- 
ees of the facility, who, with minor exceptions, are loyal, trustworthy 
Americans, yet are being represented in labor-management relation- 
ships by a union which is Communist controlled. Such loyal employ- 
ees, although ostensibly serving a genuine union cause, can be misled 
to serve a purpose which, in fact, is politically inspired and contrary 
to our Government’s best interests. Notw ithstanding the good inten- 
tions of a majority of the members of such a union, the fact that 
Communist leadership controls the policy of the union presents a real 
danger. 

We should recognize that whenever any kind of situation, such as 
that discussed here, i is identified and then permitted to continue, the 
element of risk to our Nation’s security runs unacceptably high. 

Mr. Morris. Thank you very much, Mr. Applegate. 

Now, Senator Hruska, we have taken testimony in the past which 
indicates that officials of the American Communications Association 
have been identified as members of the Communist Party. We have 
also had testimony, sworn testimony, that certain employees of the 
RCA and the Western Union in New York, working at the place 
which was organized by the American Communications Association, 
have also been Communists. 

We had subpenaed for yesterday the four officials of the ACA. 
They are Mr. Joseph Kehoe, secretary-treasurer ; Mr. Joseph P. Selly ; 
Mr. Louis Silverberg; and Mr. C harles L. Silverman. 

Mr. Silverberg is the editor of the union newspaper, the ACA News. 
The rest are associated with the ACA. 

We have subpenaed for tomorrow some employees who have been 
identified in our record as having been members of the Communist 
Party. 

Because it was necessary to defer the hearing of yesterday, Senator, 
the ACA officials will testify tomorrow at the same time as the 
employees of the Western Union. 

Now, in 1953, Senator, when this Internal Security Sdivelhnitttee 
looked into the situation, the subcommittee made an extensive recom- 
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mendation to the chairman of the Senate Labor Committee. The 
idea of making that recommendation was to set in motion steps which 
would lead to legislation which would clear what the subcommittee 
then held to be a bad security situation. 

I will read, Senator, if I might, one paragraph from that letter 
which Senator Jenner, who was then chairman of the Internal Secur- 
ity Subcommittee, sent to the Senate Labor Committee: 

In 1951, the Internal Security Subcommittee of the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary held extensive hearings on the American Communications Association. 
In those hearings, the Communist control over the labor organization was amply 
established. This American Communications Association is now the certified 
bargaining agency for some approximately 5,000 employees of the Western 
Union Telegraph Co. in the metropolitan area of New York, and some 200 em- 
ployees of the Western Union Cable Company of New York City, for RCA 
communications on the east and west coasts, and for employees in certain broad- 
casting stations, mostly in New York and Philadelphia. 

I would suggest, Senator, that Mr. Lenahan, who is down from New 
York and is acquainted from his own long experience with the precise 
nature of the facilities about which we are concerned here—that he 
testify at this point, and that Mr. Appelgate then ask questions or be 
asked questions about Mr. Lenahan’s statement. 

Senator Hruska. Have you a prepared statement, Mr. Lenahan ? 

Mr. Lenanan. No; I have no prepared statement. 

Senator Hruska. Will you be sworn. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
before the Internal Security Subcommittee will be the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Lenanan. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH J. LENAHAN, HACKENSACK, N. J. 


Mr. Morris. What is your business or profession, Mr. Lenahan ? 

Mr. Lenauan. I didn’t hear you. 

Mr. Morris. What is your business or profession ? 

Mr. Lenanan. Lam technician for the Western Union Telegraph 
Co., and I am also president of the Telegraphers Union, Local No. 
146, located at 150 Nassau Street, New York ity. 

Mr. Morris. How long have you been working in the work you have 
just described to the subcommittee ? 

Mr. Lenanan. Forty years. 

Mr. Morris. Will you give us a brief sketch, by way of qualifying 
as a witness today, of your 40 years’ experience? 

Mr. Lenanan. Well, I had 42 years’ service with the Western 
Union Telegraph Co., 40 years of which has been associated with the 
testing and regulating department of that company. 

Now, my work mostly consists of testing wires and circuits. We 
have access to these circuits by being called in by customers or Gov- 
ernment agencies, whoever happens to lease these circuits from the 
Western Union Telegraph Co. 

Mr. Morris. What is your title right now, Mr. Lenahan ? 

Mr. Lenanan. With the Western Union? 

Mr. Morris. Yes. 

Mr. Lenanan. Wire chief. 

Mr. Morris. You are a wire chief. 
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Now, as a wire chief, what are your duties? 

Mr. Lenanan. Well, if these circuits fail 

Mr. Morris. You say, “these circuits.” What circuits, generally, 
are we talking about? 

Mr. Lenanan. I handle all sorts of circuits. Government circuits, 
private industry circuits, Western Union traffic circuits. 

Mr. Morris. I wonder if you would, physically, tell us what some of 
these circuits are that extend through Western Union in New York? 

Mr. Lenanan. Well, we have the United States Army circuits, the 
United States Air Force circuits, United States Coast Guard cir- 
cuits, the CAA, Civil Aeronautics circuits, and most of your com- 
mercial airlines. Many industrial firms also, that handle classified 
business for the Government. 

Mr. Morris. Now, these circuits all physically run from New York; 
is that right? 

Mr. Lenauan. The majority of them do; yes. 

Mr. Morris. To your knowledge, do these circuits carry classified 
messages ? 

Mr. Lenanan. I assume so. Many of them carry coded messages. 

Mr. Morris. Now, as a wire chief, do you have access to the mes- 
sages that come through all these various circuits ? 

Mr. Lenanan. I will have to qualify my answer on that. M 
duties are general, as far as a wire chief is concerned. I also work 
in the repeater department, where I do have access to going in on 
these circuits. It is very necessary that someone does go in on these 
circuits every once in a while to check biases or to find out why the 
circuit is not working properly. 

Mr. Morris. Well, now, how many people are there who would 
have access to all these circuits ? 

Mr. Lenanan. Well, in my own department, there is approximately 
50. However, there are other circuits that may go through what we 
call the varioplex—— 

Mr. Morris. Would you spell that, please ? 

Mr. Lenanan. V-a-r-i-o-p-l-e-x. That is located on another floor. 

The title of the men Satine them is automatic technician. Now, 
there could be drops off main circuits going over these varioplex cir- 
cuits to local industry or local Government agencies. 

Mr. Morris. If these various people have access to the wires—does 
that mean that at any time any of these people can intercept whatever 
message is going through that wire? 

Mr. Lenanan. Well, Mr. Chairman, when I am called in on these 
circuits, or any other man in my position, it is necessary for us to cut 
in with a printer—a teletype printer—these types are usually tape 
printers. atever is being sent over there—some of it is live busi- 
ness, but when we go in, we usually run a test. 

We can stay in there, and we do quite often, to see if the circuit gets 
underway. 

Mr. Morris. You mean, you can intercept 








Mr. Lenanan. I can read whatever the customer is sending, whether 
Government or industrial. We are supposed to destroy that tape— 
throw it in the wastebasket. 
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For the purposes of this investigation, I believe you are looking for 
the potential accessibility for espionage and sabotage. I said a 
moment ago that we are supposed to throw this tape away, and we do, 
in most cases. But the possibility is there, that if someone wanted to 
take that material, they could roll that tape up instead of throwing it 
in the wastebasket, and put it in their pocket. 

Mr. Morris. That would be true, whether it is coded or noncoded ? 

Mr. Lenanan. That is true. 

Mr. Morris. Suppose these messages were coded that are being sent 
over these particular wires. What ‘would come out of this tape that 

you describe ? 

Mr. Lenanan. Well, on most of your military circuits, the Defense 
Department uses what is known as a telecrypton. That changes the 
pulses coming over the circuit. For a man like myself, working on 
the circuit, we could not read that. That would look like a bunch of 
junk tous. But there is a potential danger there, because I could take 
that coded tape and stick that in my pocket, if I were a member of an 
espionage ring, and deliver it to a key point where another member of 
the espionage ring could take it where they have people who could 
change the telecrypton on these machines. 

That tape would be of no value to me personally as an individual, or 
as a member of an espionage ring. But it could possibly be of some 
service to an overall espionage ring. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Senator, I would like to point out at this time 
that the evidence that we have in our records indicates that the over- 
whelming majority of the employees organized by the American 
Communications Association are loyal citizens. At the same time, the 
evidence does show that there are some who have been identified as 
Communists. 

The fact of the matter is that, in the election, it is the so-called 
Communist slate that prevails. 

Mr. Lenahan, can you tell me what the last election result was ? 

Mr. Lenanan. No. 

I would like to make it clear here that I know of no individual that 
I would suspect—that is, in my department—that would give the ACA 
any information. But, as I said earlier, the potential is there if 
anyone desired to do so. 

I think, to answer your question on the results of the last election, 
Mr. Hageman back here could give us those results better than myself. 
I don’t recall them. 

Mr. Morris. Well, the slate that is now in office prevailed over the 
opposition slate by roughly 2 to 1—is that not right ? 

Mr. Lenanan. I would say that is approximately right. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, Mr. Hageman is here. Would it be out of 
order if we asked him at this time ? 

Senator Hruska. It would not be out of order. 

Would he come forward and sit at the table to answer what ques- 
tions are put to him? 

Senator Hruska. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you 
will give before the Internal Security Subcommittee will be the truth, 
the whole tr uth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Haceman. I do. 
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TESTIMONY OF E. L. HAGEMAN, ARLINGTON, VA. 


Mr. Morris. Could you tell us what the results were at the last 
election ? 

Mr. Hageman. Are you referring to an ACA election ? 

Mr. Morris. Yes; the ACA election. 

Mr. Hageman. An election of the ACA officers ? 

Mr. Morris. That is right. 

Mr. Hageman. They had no opposition. That is understandable, 
because there was testimony before this subcommittee in 1951 or 1952 
that in one ACA election, the ballot boxes were stuffed. Some of the 
ballots were opened, and the ballots were changed, and it was a com- 
pletely rigged election. 

Since that testimony, which was made public, there has been no 
opposition to the ACA officers, and it is my recollection that, in the 
last election, they had no opponents. They were elected without 
opposition. I suppose the opponents, after reading how they con- 
ducted their elections, gave up and decided not to run any more. 

Mr. Morris. How about the elections as to who would represent the 
employees of the RCA and Western Union as bargaining agent? 
What was the voting that way ? 

Mr. Hageman. I don’t recall that they have had an election. You 
are talking about an NLEB certification election ? 

Mr. Morris. Yes. 

Mr. Hageman. I don’t recall that they have had a certification elec- 
tion in RCA Communications for years. In the Western Union, our 
organization, the Commercial Telegraphers Union, Western Union 
division, conducted two ¢ ampaigns, in 1952 and in 1953. 

In the first campaign, the votes for ACA were approximately 2,200, 
and for the CTU, AFL-CIO, it was about 1,800. 

Mr. Morrts. That is 2,200 to 1,800? 

Mr. Hageman. That is correct. 

In the 1953 election, it was about 2,400 to 1,600. 

Senator Hruska. What was the second organization? The ACA 
had 2,400, and 

Mr. Haceman. And the Commercial Telegraphers Union, our or- 
ganization, in the second election, we rece ‘ived about 1,600 votes: in 
the first one about 1,800. 

Senator Hruska. For the record, will you give your address, please, 
and your official title? 

Mr. Hageman. My official title is national president of the Western 
Union division, Commercial Telegraphers Union, AFL-CIO. We 
represent all of the Western Union workers throughout the country 
except in the New York metropolitan area. 

Senator Hruska. And your address, Mr. Hageman ? 

Mr. Hageman. My office or home? 

Senator Hruska. Both. 

Mr. Hageman. My home address is 4205 Fourth Street, South, 
Arlington, Va. My office address is 918 Dupont Circle Building, 
Washington. 

Senator Hruska. In reference to the work you described as wire 
chief, and your activities there, Mr. Lenahan, which of the employees 
belong to the one union or the other in this particular instance ? 
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Mr. Lenanan. The employees I am referring to all belonged to the 
ACA, the American Communications Association. I am also under 
their jurisdiction, although I am an officer of the AFL. 

Mr. Morris. And the significance of the vote, 2,200 to 1,800, would 
be if the Commercial Telegraphers Union prevailed, you would then 
be working under the Commercial Telegraphers Union rather than 
the ACA? 

Mr. Lenanan. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. I wonder if you could tell us how many categories of 
employees there are working in Western Union in New Y ork? 

Mr. Lenanan. I would say there are about 100. But the main 
categories are automatic operators. 

Mr. Morris. What are automatic operators ? 

Mr. Lenanan. They handle commercial messages, and work on tie 
lines to industrial concerns and military establishments. 

Mr. Morrts. Do they have access to messages on wires ! 

Mr. Lenawan. Yes; they could read anything that is in English. 
There is also the possibility that they could lift those messages. 

Mr. Morris. You mean, take the tape? 

Mr. Lenanan. Take the tape, or the message itself could disappear. 

Senator Hruska. In their testing activities, could they take the 
tape, as you have described ? 

Mr. Lenanan. No; they don’t do any testing; they just transmit 
the messages over the circuits. 

Senator Hruska. Is there a teletype record of those messages made 
which would be available to them ? 

Mr. Lenanan. That is right; yes. 

Senator Hruska. As well as the text of the message from which 
they work? 

Mr. Lenanan. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. Roughly, how many automatic operators are there? 

Mr. Lenanan. I would say around 400. 

Mr. Morris. What other general categories of employees are there ? 

Mr. Lenanan. Well, there are teletype operators, route clerks, 
service clerks, printer maintainers 

Mr. Morris. I wish, Mr. Lenahan, for the record, that you would 
describe generally whether these particular people have access to 
these wires. 

Mr. Lenanan. Well, to go back to the teletype operators, they 
have the same access to commercial messages as I described for auto- 
matic operators. 

Now, a printer maintainer is an individual that is sent out from 
the main office to maintain the equipment on the circuits in indus- 
trial firms or military establishments. They would be able to see 
correspondence laying around, or they could see the messages com- 
ing over the printers that they are working on. It is usually a prac- 
tice to stay around after they do repair these machines, to see that the 
circuit does get under way. 

Mr. Morris. What other classifications are there now, Mr. Lenahan ? 

Mr. Lenanan. Well, we have the automatic technician. He also 
has access to commercial messages, and some of these men also work 
in what is known as the varioplex department and on these varioplex 
circuits, they have what they call subchannels that are leased to firms 
for what they call telemeter service. That is where they count the 
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number of characters to determine the charges. But these men in the 
varioplex department do have access to what is going over these sub- 
channels from both the industrial firms and military establishments. 

Senator Hruska. What are the duties of the automatic technician ? 

Mr. Lenanan. That is what I just described. He maintains the 
equipment on the varioplex. 

Senator Hruska. He maintains the equipment you have just de- 
scribed ¢ 

Mr. Lenanan. That is right. 

Senator Hruska. What about the service clerks you described? 
What do they do, and where? 

Mr. Lenauan. That is where all your messages are filed after they 
are sent on the circuits. Anyone in there could go through any par- 
ticular file. I don’t know how much they separate them. They 
might separate them into districts, or they may separate them into 
different classifications, like alphabetically ‘for the industrial firms, or 
put all Government messages in the same pigeonhole. 

I don’t know just how they break it down, but the employees in the 
service department do have access to all commercial messages. 

Senator ‘Booms. As to messages which are sent, whether they are 
classified, coded, industrial, or commercial, are those messages which 
are transmitted and then placed on file, the text of those messages ? 

Mr. Lenanan. Yes. 

Senator Hruska. How long are they retained on file? 

Mr. Lenanan. I don’t know exactly. I have heard they retain 
messages in some form or another for 2 years. 

Senator Hruska. Of course, they would be available in their filed 
form to these service clerks in charge of filing and maintaining the 
office generally ? 

Mr. Lenanan. They are only available to these service clerks for 
a couple of days, and then taken out of there and stored for a period 
of 2 years. 

Senator Hruska. Who is in charge of the files in their stored con- 
dition ¢ 

Mr. Lenanan. I don’t know. 

Senator. Hruska. Wouldn’t it be some aspect of the duties of the 
clerks in charge of the filed records? 

Mr. Lenanan. I imagine that would come under the accounting 
department. 

Senator Hruska. Now, Mr. Lenahan, how many of these workers 
to whom you refer are members of the ACA ? 

Mr. Lenanan. Well, I would say approximately 80 percent. 

Senator Hruska. And the balance of them would be members of 
what union? 

Mr. Lenanan. They would not be members of any union in New 
York City. They may be members of the CTU, but we have no juris- 
diction over them as far as the NLRB is concerned. We can’t bar- 
gain for them, or anything like that. They are only members of the 
CTU local there, because they don’t like the AC A, and for some 
reason or another have either resigned or never did join the ACA. 

Senator Hruska. But the ACA is the bargaining agent for all of 
them? 

Mr. Lenanan. That is right. 
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Senator Hruska. And it is your estimation that about 80 percent 
of these workers in the work you have described, the various lines 
of work, are members of the ACA ? 

Mr. Lenanan. That is correct. 

Senator Hruska. All told, how many would you say there are, 
those that you have just described ? 

Mr. Lenanan. In the Western Union Telegraph Co., that is, the 
ndlines, I would say there is around 4,500. 

Mr. Morris. The RCA? 

Mr. Lenanan. That is not including RCA. 

Mr. Morris. How many, including RCA ? 

Mr. Lenanan. I think there is around 200 in RCA. 

Mr. Morris. They are also organized by ACA? 

Mr. Lenanan. They are under the jurisdiction of American Com- 
munications Association. 

Senator Hruska. And it is this total of which you say approxi- 
mately 80 percent is ACA ? 

Mr. Lenauan. I am only referring to Western Union Telegraph 
Co. landlines departanent. 

Mr. Morris. Are there any other job lines you should tell us about ? 

Mr. Lenanuan. Not that I know about. 

Mr. Morris. What are T. and R. men? 

Mr. Lenanan. That means testing and regulating. They are either 
wire chiefs or repeater chiefs. 

Mr. Morris. They, too, have access to all the wires? 

Mr. Lenanan. Yes; that is what I talked about here earlier in 
describing my own duties. 

Mr. Morris. Isn’t it true, then, Mr. Lenahan, that virtually all of 
these employees of the RCA and the Western Union have access to 
the wires? 

Mr. Lenanan. By degrees. Some have a greater access than 
others. But there are hardly any employees in ‘the communications 
system that don’t have access to any message file, whether it be on 
lease lines or regular commercial messages. 

Mr. Morris. Now, is there also a possibility of sabotage? I mean, 
what you are generally describing is interception of messages and has 
to do with espiont ge. 

Now, is there any danger of sabotage, do you know ? 

Mr. Lenanan. Yes; there is a oreat danger of sabotage. If we 
were at war with Soviet Russia, there is nothing to stop an ‘individual 
from pouring acid on the cables. 

Prior to the last time I was before this committee, I purposely went 
around and just touched each cable without anybody detecting me 
doing that. 

Mr. Morris. That is by way of aiding your testimony ? 

Mr. Lenanan. That is right. 

I could just as easily have gone along with a bottle of acid and 
poured it on those cables, and nothing would have happened for per- 
haps a couple of days. By that time, , nobody would have known who 
did it. There is great potential of sabotage in the event of war there. 

Mr. Morris. Is there any other way of disrupting ables other than 
applying acid to the wire. 

Mr. Lenanan. You could stick spikes in them, or use a hacksaw on 
them. But if someone wanted to put the telegraph company out of 
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service, I think the acid method would be the best, because there is 
the least possibility there of being detected. 

Mr. Morris. How much time would be consumed in re pairing these 
wires that had been severed or cut or burned ? 

Mr. Lenanan. It would take weeks or months to put the New York 
office back in operation if any such thing as I described took place. 

Mr. Morris. Is there anything else you can tell us, generally, about 
the possibility of sabotage ? a 

fk Lenanan. No; not that I can think of at the moment. 

Mr. Morris. Is there anything more that you feel this Internal 
Security Subcommittee should know in an: alyzing this situation from 
the security point of view, that you can tell us now in testimony ? 

Mr. Lenanan. W ell, I have always felt with a Communist-domi- 
nated American Communications Association being the bargaining 
agent there, there is a great possibility of both sabotage and espionage. 

We realize that the Western Union Telegraph Co. is in an unten- 
able position with one Government agency certifying an organization 
where there has been so many hearings, and practically everybody 
concedes that the leaders of this organization are members of the 
Communist Party. 

We feel that some legislation should be passed to decertify this 
organization. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, I might say that at the time of the last testi- 
mony, Mr. Hageman’s testimony, he brought up the possibility which 
again arose in “the subsequent hearings at Honolulu, that considera- 
tion should be given to legislation. T recall Mr. H: ageman wanted to 
be very careful ‘to say he was not recomme! ae this legislation. But, 
as a point of fact, previously the NLRB had always annulled the 
existence of a union if evidence were presented that the union was 
company dominated. Therefore, the Board decided by a prepon- 
derance of evidence that the union was in fact company dominated 
and the union could therefore be disestablished. 

Mr. Hageman. May I say something on that? 

Mr. Morris. Surely. 

Mr. Haceman. The point I was trying to bring out in my testimony 
was this: In the Western Union Telegraph Co., we had a company 
union for about 20 years. Charges were filed against that company 
union. It was called the Association of Western Union E mployees. 
Charges were filed against that company union about 1936 or 1937. 

The NLRB held hearings and declared it a company-dominated 
organization. The courts “upheld it, and that company union was 
wiped out. The NLRB used the word “disestablished.” That com- 
pany union was wiped out within a matter of 2 years—I belive it was 
2 years, at the outside. 

I believe that, under the Wagner Act, the NLRB just about wiped 
out all of the company- -dominated unions in the United States. I 
don’t think there are any, or very few, of them in this country today. 
I think the people feel that way. 

But these Communist-dominated unions, which I feel are a far 
greater danger to our country than company-dominated unions, go on 
and on for years, and nothing i isdone. This testimony about the Com- 
munist-dominated ACA was given a couple of years ago. ‘They were 
kicked out of the CIO because of Commie control and domination 

following the Commie Party line in 1950. But they go on and on. 
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But, as a union officer and an American citizen, I can’t understand 
why they can wipe out the company unions in a couple of years, but 
nothing is ever done about the Commie-dominated unions. 

Senator Hruska. Are any complaints filed before the NLRB in 
that connection ¢ 

Mr. Haceman. Complaints have been filed, but it is my under- 
standing that under the law, the NLRB must certify. 

Now, for example, many of my good friends, some of them good 
Republicans, told me in 1947, when Taft-Hartley went into effect, 
that one of the best things in Taft-Hartley was that it would get 
after Commies in the labor movement. 

At that time I thought it was a good hing. I didn’t like Taft- 
Hartley, but I thought that part of it was good. So what happened? 
All the labor leaders, union leaders, in this country have to sign non- 
Commie affidavits about every year. I have to sign them, Mr. Lena- 
han has to sign them, everybody has to; all the labor unions, if they 
get NLRB approval. 

Under that provision in the Taft-Hartley, I bet they haven’t 
caught a half-dozen Communists. The Commies are signing those 
affidavits. 

So, what has been done? Who has gained by that provision in 
Taft-Hartley? The notaries have gained. We have to shell out 25 
or 50 cents every time we sign one. That is the only gain I have seen 
under Taft-Hartley. 

My understanding is NLRB receives those affidavits and can do 
nothing about it. They have to certify. 

Senator Hruska. So it amounts to what you said before, that there 
are not any mechanics by which the NLRB can entertain any com- 
plaints for disestablishing this union. In essence, is that what you 
are saying again this morning? 

Mr. Hageman. That is right. 

There is a Communist Control Act—I believe that is the name of 
it—which provides that the Attorney General can request the SACB 
to hold hearings, and the SACB can rule after hearings that an 
organization is Communist dominated. But that law has been on the 
books for quite a while, a few years, and nothing has ever come of it, 
that I know. 

Senator Hruska. As a matter of fact, there are some proceedings 
pending right now under that statute. 

But isn’t the trouble with that statute that it proceeds under crim- 
inal standards, and is a difficult thing to prove? But under the dis- 
establishing unions procedure, it was only a preponderance of evidence 
that was necessary for taking action. 

Mr. Haceman. That was my understanding when they held hear- 
ings on company-dominated unions. They looked at the pattern, and 
made the decision on that basis. 

Senator Hrusxa. But not on criminal standard proceedings, where 
they have to prove beyond a shadow of a doubt. 

Mr. Haceman. I am not a lawyer, and I don’t know what is re- 
quired under that Criminal Control Act, but if the law requires that 
you must prove that somebody is a Communist member, that is pretty 
difficult to prove. I think it is a fact that the Communist Party went 
underground 10 years ago, and they no longer use Communist cards. 
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It is a pretty difficult thing to prove, that a man is a Communist. 
1 think the newspapers and history books are full of cases of that 
kind. 

Mr. Morris. I think the provision is that you have to show member- 
ship in an international Communist organization within the last 2 or 
3 years. The standard is quite high. It is within the last 2 or 3 
years. 

As you know, Senator, we have very great difficulty getting Com- 
munists to testify that they were Communists within 2 or 3 years. 
As you know, for the most part, when we get evidence, it is 2 or 3 
years old at the time. 

If the Communist Control Act of 1954 requires this other high 
standard, that makes it difficult. We have talked to the Justice De- 
partment on that. 

Mr. Lenanan. I would like to point out at this point that I am 
not pointing the finger at any individual as being disloyal, even 
though they are a member of the—that is, I am not talking about 
Western Union employees in New York as being disloyal, even though 
they are members of the American Communications Association. 

However, as Mr. Applegate pointed out here, because of the politi- 
cal activities of Communists, these loyal Americans and honest Amer. 
icans who are members of the American Communications Association 
could inadvertently give information to the association, the American 
Communications Association officers. 

I think that was brought out in Mr. Applegate’s statement. That, 
in itself, is a potential for espionage. 

Senator Hruska. I am awfully happy, personally, as “er member 
of this subcommittee, that you make that statement. I feel quite 
confident that it will be true that the great body of the members of 
that union, as well as your union, are loyal, honest, and law-abiding 
citizens. 

However, inasmuch as there is leadership in there which is suspect— 
and highly suspect—it provides a vehicle whereby even 1 or 2 or 3— 
and that is all it would take to pour 1 bottle of acid, judiciously dis- 
tributed, to do great damage—it provides a vehicle of that sort to do 
espionage and sabotage, as well. It is that potentiality of activity 
to which we would like to address ourselves. 

I am glad you brought that point up. It is one we should con- 
stantly bear in mind. 

Mr. Lenanan. I am very happy to get the opportunity to come 
down here and help to eliminate any possibility of sabotage or espion- 
age in the communications industry, whether Western Union or any 
other companies. 

Senator Hruska. Have you any further questions of Mr. Apple- 
gate, in view of the testimony given by Mr. Lenahan and Mr. Hage- 

man, Mr. Morris? 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Applegate, is your department concerned about 
the possibility of sabotage with respect to these lines ? 

Mr. AppieGate. Well, yes, very “definitely we are. 


Mr. Morrts. Does that pose a real threat to the security of the 
country in the event of any hostilities, let us say, with the Soviet 
Union? 
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Mr. Avriecate. These facilities represent and fill a very valid need 
in the communications pattern of the Department of Defense. Any 
loss or disruption could prove very serious under certain circum- 
stances. 

Mr. Morris. If there is a clash between the Soviet Union and the 
United States, would disruption of the communication lines present 
a threat to the security of the United States ? 

Mr. Arptecate. Very definitely. 

Any loss of these facilities would have an impact on the overall 
good of the country, or facilities that were available for transmission 
of messages. 

Senator Hruska. That impairment of services would reflect itself 
not only in military operations but likewise in industrial and logistics 
operations, wouldn’t it ¢ 

Mr. Arpiecate. That is quite true. 

Mr. Morris. Do you think persons who have been identified as 
members of the Communist Party in our record, at least in the past 
do you think that such people should have access to the messages that 
go over the wire ? 

Mr. Apptecate. I think we should clarify something about these 
messages before I answer that question. 

Mr. Morris. Please do. 

Mr. Appiecate. The Department of Defense sends no messages over 
any wire service of any kind that are classified in any way, without 
first encrypting the message so that the kind of messages that are 
sent through this service are in the same type of form, you might say, 
as messages which are released over the air through our radio com- 
munication facilities that all three military departments use. 

So in that sense, there is not much more danger in having persons 
employed, such as you have identified, having access to these messages 
under these circumstances. There is not much more danger to it 
there than there would be if they picked up a message coming over 
the air, which is certainly easy to do. 

Mr. Morris. What about intercepting a coded message in its coded 
form? Wouldn’t that be of some assistance, as Mr. Lenahan pointed 
out ? 

Mr. Appiecate. Well, it could be. We have great confidence in our 
encrypting system and those who perform it. We have enough faith 
in them that we release messages over the air where they can be 
picked up by anybody who has a desire to pick them up. 

In the form they are in, of course. What he discovers after he gets 
them is another matter. Whether he can do anything about it or not 
is entirely 

Mr. Morris. Senator, with Mr. Applegate today is Mr. Stempler, 
from the Department of Defense. 

Would you identify yourself for the record, Mr. Stempler? 

Mr. Srempter. Jack L. Stempler, Assistant General Counsel for 
Department of Defense. 

Mr. Arriecate. We feel this way, that certainly the presence of any 
known Communist in a facility where our messages are being trans- 
mitted is not 2 desirable thing. 

Mr. Morris. Is there anything more now on the general subject of 
sabotage that you would like to tell the committee ? 
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Mr. Appiecate. I think if there is a real threat here, and I believe 
there is, the threat is one in the main in the field of sabotage, rather 
than in the field of espionage. 

Senator Hruska. It has been suggested that you can’t pour acid on 
a radio wave. But pouring it on the wires or apparatus that sends 
that wave—then you are in trouble. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, we have had testimony from witnesses identi- 
fying people as at some point in the past having been members of the 
Communist Party. One witness alone, Mrs. E ‘well, has identified 22 
people, both officials of the ACA and people who are actually work- 
ing on these facilities, as having been members of the ¢ ‘ommunist 
Party. They participated in the same Communist meetings she did. 

We are going to be calling in, in the next few days, some of these 
people. 

As far as these witnesses are concerned now, I have no more ques- 
tions, Senator. 

Senator Hruska. I have none, either. 

I should like to thank them very much for appearing here today 
and cooperating with us. 

The subcommittee is adjourned. 

(Whereupon, at 11:30 a. m., the subcommittee adjourned.) 
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THURSDAY, MAY 9, 1957 


Unirep States SENATE, 
SupcoMMITTEE To INVESTIGATE THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL Securtry Act 
AND OrHeErR INTERNAL Security Laws, 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 11 a. m., in room 457, 
Senate Office Building, Senator John Marshall Butler presiding. 

Also present: Robert Morris, chief counsel; William Rusher, as- 
sociate counsel; Benjamin Mandel, research director; and Frank 
Schroeder, chief investigator. 

Senator Butter. The committee will come to order. 

The Internal Security Subcommittee has been assessing the strength 
of Communists in the labor movement. 

Yesterday we had the Department of Defense officials and some 
labor leaders point out that there was a Communist-dominated union 
in the field of communications which had access to the important tie 
lines and other communications, which may pose a threat to the 
internal security of the United States, 

We have therefore asked certain witnesses to appear and give 
testimony in the field of communications today. 

Counsel, will you please call the witness ? 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Rabinowitz, one witness is not here this morning; 
is that right? 

Mr. Rasrnowirz. That is right. 

I requested that one witness be excused, Senator, and Judge Morris 
kindly consented to excuse him. I told Judge Morris that his testi- 
mony would generally follow the outline of the testimony given by 
Mr. Selly and his attitude with respect to answers to questions would 
be the same, and I think it was agreed that the stipulation be accepted. 

Mr. Morris. I think you said he was not well, health prevented his 
attendance ? 

Mr. Rastnowirz. That’s right. That was Joseph Kehoe, secretary- 
treasurer of the international union. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Selly, will you stand and be sworn, please? 

Senator Butter. Do you swear the testimony you are about to give 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 

Mr. Sexty. I do. 

Senator Burier. The witness is sworn. 
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TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH P. SELLY, FORT LEE, N. J. 


Mr. Morris. Will you give your name and address to the reporter, 
please / 

Mr. Setty. My name is Joseph S. Selly, S-e-l-l-y. My home ad- 
dress is 3021 Edwin Avenue, Fort Lee, N. J. My business address is 
5 Beekman Street, New York City. 

Mr. Morris. Now, how long have you been president of the Ameri- 
can Communications Association ? 

Mr. Setry. Since 1940, approximately. 

Mr. Morris. Now, will you tell us how big a union is the ACA ? 

Mr. Setiy. Roughly—we currently have about 8,000 dues-paying 
members. 

Mr. Morris. I wonder if you would give us a breakdown, as to 
where these members are employed. 

Mr. Setry. In the Western Union Landline Co., in the New York 
metropolitan area ? 

Mr. Morris. Western Union 

Mr. Setty. Western Union Telegraph Co., the landline division; I 
am distinguishing that from the cable division. 

Mr. Morris. How many are there, roughly ? 

Mr. Setty. About 5,000. 

RCA Communications, which is an international telegraph carrier, 
roughly 1,500. 

French Cables, which is an international cable company, roughly 
100. 

Western Union Cables, which is the cable division of Western 
Union Telegraph Co. 

Mr. Morris. That goes overseas? 

Mr. Setxty. That is correct. Roughly 300. 

I would revise one figure—the RCA currently would be closer to 
2,000 rather than 1,500. 

Teleregister Corp., which manufactures equipment for use in brok- 
ers’ offices, electronic equipment for them, those are the boards that 
flash the bids and prices—approximately 400. 

A cafeteria which is operated on the premises of the Western Union 
Telegraph Co.’s main office at 60 Hudson Street, New York City, 
approximately 100. 

A group of radio stations located in—as closely as I can recall now, 
in Philadelphia and New York City, and in these cities we repre- 
sent mainly the studio technicians, and in some cases the transmit- 
ter technicians. 

Mr. Morris. What stations are they ? 

Mr. Sexxy. I can’t recall the call letters of the stations. They are 
secondary stations in the New York City area. I say secondary; they 
are not the major networks. 

Senator Burier. Would you provide those for the committee at a 
later date? 

Mr. Setxy. Yes, I can give you a full list of those.* 








*Mr. Selly, in a letter to the subcommittee listed the stations as follows: New York— 
WLIB, WBNX; Philadelphia—WIGB, WPEN, WDAS, WHAT and WIP, adding that the 
contracts cover mainly technical personnel. 
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Roughly, in total, in all of these radio broadcasting or television- 
no, not television—radio broadcasting stations, 200. 

Senator Burier. Tell me this, Mr. Selly. Does your union have 
exclusive rights in the field of communications, so far as the or- 
ganization’s workers are concerned ? 

Mr. Setty. Well, let me answer that this way: 

The constitution of our union asserts the right to organize all 
workers in the communications industry. 

Senator Burier. In actuality, what percentage 

Mr. Setiy. The actuality is we represent a comparatively small pro- 
portion of the organized workers. For instance, there is an organiza- 
tion in the telephone industry which claims 350,000 members. There 
is a rival organization to us in the telegraph industry which claims 
roughly 35 000 to 40,000 members. There are at least 6 or 7 organiza- 
tions in the broadcast and television industry which claim and repre- 
sent substantial numbers of workers. 

I would say there are roughly employed in the communications in- 
dustry—we include radio, telegraph, telegraph cables, radio, and 
television—the total field probably employs close to three-quarters of a 
million people. 

Senator Butter. Let me ask you this question : 

In the field of international communications, what percentage of 
the workers do you represent ? 

Mr. Setty. There we represent a substantial percentage. 

Senator Butter. Including tie lines from the Department of State, 
Department of Defense, and other Government agencies 

Mr. Setxy. Well, you mean, do the companies we re present service 
these agencies? The answer is, “Yes.” 

Senator Burier. In other words, you organize the workers who 
monitor the lines and send the messages over the communications 
system that services the Federal Government and these various Vepart- 
ments ? 

Mr. Seity. The question of monitoring lines is not so simple to 
answer. 

The second part of your question can be answered unequivocally ; 
yes. 

The members of my union who are employed, for example, in West- 
ern Union Cables, send and receive messages to every point that is 
serviced by that company, because—I say that because my union repre- 
sents all the workers in that particular company. 

Now, as to monitoring, when a worker receives a message for re- 
transmittal, he may be required to check that message for accuracy, 
and he—generally, ‘if there are any mistakes, he gets in touch with the 
sender and gets the corrections. 

In many cases the worker is not required to do that, because the 
mechanization of the industry has resulted in mechanical transmission 
through the main office. In other words, the sender sends on a ma- 
chine, and it is automatically reperforated and not received by a 
worker at the Western Union Cable office, and it goes to the distant 
point without the intermediate operation by an operator. 

Senator Burier. But the membership of your international union 
is in charge of the machine, and the machines are in their physical 
control at all times; is that not right ? 








3918 SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


Mr. Setuiy. Those employees whose function it is to service the 
machine, service those machines, they are members of my union. 

Senator Burter. And that is true of all international communica- 
tions ? 

Mr. Sextry. It is true of RCAC, of French Cables, and of Western 
Union Cables. There is another international communications car- 
rier which represents a fairly substantial proportion of the business— 
the A. C. & R., American Cable & Radio. And there is, of course, 
A. T. & T., which represents a very substantial proportion of the in- 
ternational communications, and in neither of the latter two do we 
have any members. 

Senator Burier. Are there any general cables now in use to Ger- 
many, direct cables in use? 

Mr. Setuy. There are no direct cables to Germany. They would 
terminate either in Ireland or the Azores, or some coastal point at a 
cable-landing place. If a cable were destined for Germany or for 
Russia or for anywhere else other than the country in which the 
cable-landing station was located, it would be transmitted from the 
point of reception, from the cable-landing station, via one of the 
several means of communication—via telephone, radiotelegraph, by 
landline telegraph. 

Mr. Morris. Now, your T. and R. men, testing and regulating per- 
sonnel, they have access at all times to all messages going through 
any cable, any time, do they not, Mr. Selly? 

Mr. Setty. I am not a cable technician, and I-—— 

Mr. Morris. We had a man testify yesterday; he said the wires 
were completely open for testing purposes and for regulating pur- 
poses at any time. 

Mr. Sexity. I would accept that as generally a correct statement. 

Mr. Morris. And there are other technicians, too, who have access, 
generally, to the wires and the cables ? 

Mr. Sexxy. They could have. If their function——— 

Mr. Morris. If the occasion arises ? 

Mr. Setry. Yes. If the function of their work required that they 
service a particular printer or repeater, they could see the message 
that was being transmitted. 

Mr. Morris. There are other employees who have access to the mes- 
sages before transmittal, people in the office, who help in originating 
the message, who send it on? 

Mr. Seixy. Of course, if you come in a Western Union Telegraph 
office and file a cable, the clerk who takes your message checks ‘it for 
the number of words, in order to tell you what the tariff is. Simply, 
when that message is transmitted from this telegraph office to the 
cable office, if it isn’t automatically reperforated and sent to a dis- 
tant point, an operator may receive it and simply check it at this 
occasion, not for the tariff but for the word count, for corrections, 
and so forth, 

Senator Butter. But the T. and R. men also have access to various 
descriptions of coded messages; do they not ? 

Mr. Setxiy. I wouldn’t think so, I don’t know. 

Senator Burter. Don’t coded messages go over these tie lines from 
the Department of Defense, Department of State? 

Mr. Setty. I have been told that that is so. 
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Senator Butizr. They would have access to that, then; wouldn’t 
they ? 

Mr. Setuy. They would have access to the machinery which is doing 
the transmitting, and if that-—— 

Senator Butter. They have access to the complete system at any 
time, for the purpose of testing or revising; wouldn’t they? 

Mr. Seitiy. Testing, or what ¢ I didn’t understand. 

Senator Butter. Testing or regulating it. 

Mr. Setiy. Yes, yes; that would be their function. 

If anything went wrong with the printer in the office operation, 
the T. and R. man would be called by the supervisor or operator. 

Senator Butter. Well, whether or not it went wrong, he would 
have the right to break in on the cable at any time ? 

Mr. Seuiy. W ell, he wouldn’t have the right to do that. He would 
have the power to do it, physically; he would have the opportunity. 
He wouldn’t have the right to it. 

Senator Butter. I will not draw such a fine distinction. 

Mr. Setzy. Well, the companies would. The point is, if you want 
an accurate description of what a T. and R. man does, he is a trouble- 
shooter. He is called on when a machine breaks down, when there 
is something wrong with a circuit, a line, a piece of equipment, he 
repairs that circuit, line, piece of equipment. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Mr. Selly, there has been testimony before this 
subcommittee that some operators organized by your union have 
been members of the Communist Party. Let me ask you at the outset 

Are you now a member of the Communist Party / 

Mr. Setry. I decline to answer that question. 

Senator Burier. What is the basis of your declination ? 

Mr. Seiity. My constitutional rights under the first and fifth amend- 
ments to the Constitution. 

Senator Burier. Well, the committee will recognize your rights 
under the fifth amendment; we will accept that as a justifiable reason 
for refusing to answer. 

Mr. Morris. Could you tell us, Mr. Selly, whether or not there are 
Communists in the ACA ? 

Mr. Setiy. Same answer; I refuse to answer on the same ground. 

Mr. Morris. We also received testimony that officials in the Ameri- 
can Communications Association have been Communists. 

Can you tell us whether, to your knowledge, there are officers of the 
ACA who have been members of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Setxy. I refuse to answer, on the same ground. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Mr. Selly, do you have—Who is your account- 
ant? 
Mr. Seuuy. I don’t recall his name, I don’t recall the name of the 
firm. 

Mr. Morris. How long has that firm been doing your accounting? 

Mr. Sexy. I think the present accountant has been employed by 
the union for roughly the last 4 or 5 years. 

Mr. Morris. And you can’t tell us who he is? 

Mr. Seuty. I can check with my office and give you the name, but 
I don’t know it offhand. 

Mr. Morris. Have you got the authority to make available the 
books and records of your company to the committee; do you have 
the authority ? 
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Mr. Seiiy. Of my union ? 

Mr. Morris. Of your union. 

Mr. Seiiy. No; I don’t have the authority, without authorization 
by the international executive board of the union. 

Senator Burter. Mr. Selly, would you be amenable to the produc- 
tion of those records, or requesting the board to release those records 
for the purposes of this subcommittee ? 

Mr. Setxy. I would like to consider that question with my col- 
leagues. I should mention that my union, long before it was a legal 
requirement, as a matter of fact, the constitution of my union re- 
quired—and this was many, many years before there was any legal 
requirement—that we publish regularly in our journal, which is 
available to all members, a regular audited financial statement, and 
we have done that since the inception of this union. 

In addition, of course, we file the required financial statement with 
the Department. of Labor. 

Senator Butter. Well, of course, they are not open to public in- 
spection, as you know. 

Mr. Setty. My newspaper is available. 

Senator Butter. As a matter of fact, they have been denied con- 
gressional committees; have they not? 

Mr. Seixy. I don’t know. 

Senator Butter. Well, I can tell you that they have. 

Now, also, there may be other matters that we would be interested 
in. You published this newspaper; we may want to know who the 
subscribers are, and to whom you send this newspaper. 

Would you be willing to submit a list of the persons to whom this 
paper is sent ? 

Mr. Setuy. There are several problems involved in that, and I will 
consult with my international executive board, but I want to mention 
what the problems are. 

You are, in effect, asking me to submit a list of my membership, 
because under the constitution, every member of the union receives a 
copy of that newspaper. 

I don’t know whether it is appropriate for this committee to ask 
me to supply membership lists. 

Senator Burier. We are also interested in whether or not any 
copies of this paper go to organizations outside the United States. 

Mr. Setuy. As I indicated to you in the executive session, I can 
recall of a specific instance where it does. We exchange our news- 
paper, I assume we exchange it, with the paper called the Australian 
Telegraphist. I assume it, because in the recent issue of that paper I 
saw a quote from our newspaper. 

Senator Burier. Would you also exchange it with some of the 
unions in Red China? 

Mr. Setiy. You say, “Do we?” 

Senator Mutter. I say, “Would you?” 

Mr. Sexxy. I don’t know; the occasion hasn’t arisen for us to make 
that judgment. 

Senator Butier. In other words, it is your testimony that the paper 
does not now go to any union or organization or person in Red China? 

Mr. Setry. I don’t know what the answer to that is. I would have 
to consult the records. 
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Senator Butter. Would you let us know later, for the record, 
whether or not such contact was made through this newspaper, or 
otherwise, by your union ? 

Mr. Setty. I will, as you suggested in executive session, consult 
with the members of the international executive board to determine 
whether or not, in their judgment, this is appropriate to submit the 
list to you. 

Senator Burier. Yes. 

Mr. Setxy. I assume now you would limit the list to outside re- 
ceivers and not members of the union; is that correct? 

Senator Burier. Well, that would be satisfactory. 

Now, I see here in your international general fund, January 1- 
December 31, 1956, ACA News, the total subscription is $9. 

Don’t the members pay for the newspaper ? 

Mr. Setiy. No; it is included in their dues. 

Senator Butter. Who would pay for it ? 

Mr. Setty. The Senate, the House, the Library of Congress, almost 
every university in the country that asks for it, and most of them do. 

In many cases we exchange newspapers with universities, or with 
others. In some, they pay a nominal subscription, I don’t know 
what it is. 

Mr. Morris. How extensive is the distribution of the ACA News 
to universities ¢ 

Mr. Sexy. To universities ? 

Senator Butter. I would say, from the standpoint of the $9 total 
subscriptions, that it is not very substantial. 

Mr. Renae I think we are rather generous in connection with uni- 
versities, and in many cases we don’t collect. I think it is pretty 
substantial. All of the major universities, I think, get the paper. 

Mr. Morris. How about Government agencies ? 

Mr. Setty. My impression is that any Government agency that ever 
asked for it, gets it. We send it to those who are interested, they get it. 

The members of the Federal Communications Commission some- 
times perhaps wish they didn’t get it. We send it to any Government 
agency which expresses interest in it. 

If you would like to be put on the mailing list, we would be happy 
to Es you on the mailing list and maybe get a buck from you. 

Senator Burier. How frequently is the paper published ¢ 

Mr. Setty. Once a month—with the exception of 1 month in the 
summer, when it is not published. 

Senator Butter. It has an advertised price of 10 cents a copy, and 
I assume that an annual subscription would be a lesser amount than 
12 times 10 cents? 

Mr. Setry. Well, you wouldn’t get hurt too much if you got on the 
mailing list. 

Mr. Morris. Has the American Communications Association ever 
contributed to any organization which was controlled by the Com- 
munist Party ; specifically, let me ask about the Civil Rights Congress ? 

Mr. Sexxy. I would refuse to answer on the same grounds cited 
previously. 

Mr. Morris. That would be true in regard to any other organiza- 
tions similarly described to you? 

Mr. Sevuy. Yes. 
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Senator Butter. In other words, as to those questions, you take the 
protection of the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. Setty. Ido. The first and the fifth, which I regret to say you 
don’t recognize, but I am going to try to convince you that the first is 
as valid as the fifth. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, I have no more questions of this witness. 

Senator Butter. Thank you, Mr. Selly. 

Mr. Morris. Will you have the editor of the ACA News come next ? 

Mr. Rasrnowrrz. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Will you be sworn, Mr. Silberman ? 

Senator Burier. Mr. Silberman, will you hold up your right hand. 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about to give will be 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God / 

Mr. SirpermMan. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF CHARLES L. SILBERMAN, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


Mr. Morris. Will you give your full name and address to the 
reporter ? 

Mr. Surperman. Yes. My name is Charles L. Silberman. I am 
editor of the American Communications Association ; address, 5 Beek- 
man Street, New York City. 

Mr. Morris. That is S-i-l-b-e-r—— 

Mr. Srrperman. “B”; “b” for “boy.” 

Mr. Morris (continuing). M-a-n. 

You say you are the editor of the ACA News ? 

Mr. SucperMan. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Will you give us the circulation of the ACA News? 

Mr. Srzperman. I don’t know exactly. I think it is between eight 
and ten thousand, somewhere. 

Mr. Morris. Now, you heard the testimony of Mr. Selly to the 
effect that he was going to make an effort to find out what your over- 
seas distribution was ? 

Mr. Srrperman. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. And can you tell us anything more about the distribu- 
tion of the ACA News to Government agencies and universities, 
libraries ? 

Mr. SrrperMan. Well, no; I think that Mr. Selly pretty much cov- 
= it. He described our policy as a generous one. I think it is just 
that. 

We get a request from a university; in some cases the university 
has—they send us a bill, in which case we will send them a bill, and, 
by the way, the bill is one buck, $1 for a year’s subscription. In other 
cases they may ask for it on an exchange basis, and we will work that 
out. 

In other cases they just ask for it, and in which case they get it 
without getting billed. 

Mr. Morris. What is the general policy of your paper, Mr. Silber- 
man? 

Mr. Sirgerman. That is a very large—it’s a huge question. 

Mr. Morris. I realize that. 

Mr. Strserman. The policy that the paper follows is the policy 
of the organization, the American Communications Association, which 
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is adopted by convention actiton, referendum, whatever the forms are 
that are set out in the constitution of the union. 

The job of the paper is to reflect those policies as best I can make 
them reflect those policies. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Silberman, are you now a Communist ? 

Mr. StrpermMan. I won’t answer that. 

Mr. Morris. Why will you not answer that? 

Mr. SrzBerMAN. I won’t answer it because I am not required to an- 
swer it under the first amendment of the Constitution, and under the 
fifth amendment of the Constitution. 

Senator Burier. Mr. Silberman, do you believe that an honest and 
true answer to that question would tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Sitperman. I believe, in the first place, that under the first 
amendment what I believe in and what I am is my business and not 
the business of this committee. That is, under the fifth amend- 
ment 

Senator Butter. Even though you may be a member of the conspir- 
acy whose sole purpose is to destroy the Government of the United 
States by force and violence? 

Mr. SirgerMan. I believe that what I believe is strictly my business, 
and not this committee’s business, and that is stipulated in the 

Senator Burier. Do you believe that this country should be over- 
thrown by force and violence by an international conspiracy; is that 
what you believe ? 

Mr. Sirperman. Well, as I understand it, there is a considerable 
body of criminal law which would take care of this kind of ques- 
tion, and I imagine—— 

Senator Burier. I am not interested in the criminal law. I asked 
you the plain and simple question: Do you believe that it is your 
business and not the business of the Senate of the United States or 
any agency of the Government, that you believe in a conspiracy that 
is dedicated to overthrowing the Government of the United States 
through force and violence? 

Mr. Suzerman. If there is any violation, if I am involved in any 
violation of the criminal law—lI imagine that would be the business 
of the—— 

Senator Butter. That goes to the point that I am asking you. 
Would an honest answer to the question 

Mr. Superman. I am trying to give you a straight and honest 
answer. 

Senator Butter. That we have asked you subject you to prosecu- 
tion under the criminal law? That is just the question we are asking 
you. 

Mr. SmrperMAn. Well, I don’t know. 

Senator Butter. Is it your honest belief that it would ? 

Mr. Superman. If you are asking me the question which goes to 
the fifth amendment—— 

Senator Butter. That is the question I am asking you. 

Mr. Superman. Would you reformulate it, sir, so I know exactly 
what I am answering? 

Senator Butter. What I am asking you: Do you believe that an 
honest answer to the questions just asked you by the chief counsel of 
the Internal Security Subcommittee would tend to incriminate you? 
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Mr. SirserMan. I believe that under the fifth amendment I am not 
required to give testimony against myself; I am not required to give 
answers which might lead to any unjustified prosecution of me. 

Senator Burter. Well, let’s don’t talk about 

Mr. SinperMan. That’s pretty clear. 

Senator Burier. A prosecution of you. 

Mr. SirperMan. I think the language of the—— 

Senator Burier. All right. That’s enough. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, I would like to point out there is evi- 
dence in the record of the Internal Security Subcommittee of a wit- 
ness who was a Communist—at least one witness—that the witness 
today has been a member of the Communist Party. The subcommit- 
tee, having that evidence, recognizes that this witness is competent 
to testify, if he will, to the nature of the particular Communist 
group that he was in, and he is in a position to give us the identifica- 
tion of all people who were in that particular group. 

Now, Senator, it is our obligation to find out the extent of the 
Communist strength in the United States. Specifically, in this par- 
ticular inquiry, we are trying to find out the extent and strength of 
the Communist Party in labor unions. If this man would identify 
the people whom he has worked with in the past, we would be able 
to proceed from there and give the Senate a full answer with respect 
to Communist strength as it now exists in the labor union, with what- 
ever bearing it may have on this hearing. 

Senator Buriter. You have heard the remarks of counsel. Would 
you be willing, under proper examination, to disclose the persons 
whom you know, if there are any such, who worked with you or with 
any persons that you know in connection with the Communist Party 
or its activities? 

Mr. StrperMan. Senator, I didn’t get the first phrase. You said 
something about counsel ? 

Senator Burier. The first phrase was: Would you be willing to 
answer questions propounded to you by the counsel of this subcom- 
mittee in connection with your associations with Communists or 
persons engaged in the conspiracy, the Communist conspiracy ! 

Mr. StrserMan. You are really not asking a specific question. If 
you will ask me the questions, I will determine what I am going to do. 

Senator Burier. Counsel will ask you. 

Mr. Morris. Have you been a member of a Communist unit? 

Mr. StrperMan. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Morris. Have you attended Communist Party meetings with 
people in the communications field 

Mr. Strperman. I won’t answer that one. 

Mr. Morris. Have you attended Communist Party meetings with 
members who are now officials in the American Communications 
Association ¢ 

Mr. Strperman. I am not going to answer that one. 

Mr. Morris. We are not trying r to find out what your present status 
is. The point is, you come before us, according to our testimony, a 
witness who was competent to testify to the extent of Communist 
strength in the United States, and specifically in the labor unions, and 
that 1s why we asked those questions. 

Mr. StrperMan. You have asked them and I have refused. 
Senator Burier. Are you an officer of this union? 
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Mr. SrnBpermMan. No. 
Mr. Morris. Senator, I have no more questions. 
Senator Burier. No further questions. 
Mr. Morris. Will you have Mr. Siebenberg take the stand ? 
Senator Burrer. Mr. Siebenberg, do you swear the testimony you 
are about to give is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help. you God ¢ 
Mr. Srevenserc. I do. 














TESTIMONY OF LOUIS SIEBENBERG, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


Mr. Morris. Will give your full name and address to the reporter ? 
Mr. Siepenserc. Louis Siebenberg, S-i-e-b-e-n-b-e-r-g; my oflice ad- 
dress is 66 Leonard Street, New York City. 

Mr. Morris. And what is your business or profession / 

Mr. Sresenzere. I am an officer of Local 40, American Communica- 
tions Association. 

Mr. Morris. You are the president / 

Mr. Strepenserc. I am chairman of the local. It is the equivalent 
of the presidency of the local. 

Mr. Morris. Now, how many workers are there in your local ¢ 

Mr. Sresenserc. Approximately 5,000. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us the general jurisdiction of your local? 

Mr. SLEBENBERG. My local is the bargaining agent for the e mployees 
of the Western Union Telegraph Co. in the metropolitan division; 
that is, the area in the metropolitan New York. We are also the 
bargaining agent for a group of cafeteria workers who work in the 

cafeteria in the Western Union Building in New York City, 60 Hud- 

son Street. We are the bargaining agent for a group of workers for 
the Teleregister Corp., in Sti amford, Conn., New York ( City, and a few 
scattered throughout the country. 

Mr. Morris. You said the membership amounts to about 5,000? 

Mr. SrepenserG. That’s right. 

Mr. Morris. And the whole membe1 rship of the international or- 
ganization being 8,000, your particular local has the bulk of it? 

Mr. Stesenserc. That is correct. 

Mr. Morris. Senator Butler said about five-eighths ? 

Mr. Sresenserc. I think that’s about right. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Mr. Siebenberg, we have received testimony from 
a witness under oath that you have been a member of the Communist 
Party. Have you been a member of the Communist Party / 

Mr. Sresensere. I decline to answer that question, using my rights 
under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Are you now a Communist / 

Mr. Sresenserc. | refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Morris. Are you a member of the international board, the 
executive board of the international 

Mr. Srepenserc. I am. 

Mr. Morris. To your knowledge, are persons on that executive 
board of the international union members of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Stepenserc. I decline to answer that question, using the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Morris. Due to the witness’ responses, I have no more ques- 
tions. 
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Senator Butter. To your knowledge, is there any person who is a 
member of the Communist Party who has access to the international 
cables of RCA and Western Union? 

Mr. Sresenserc. I decline to answer that question, Senator. 

Senator Butter. What is the basis for your declination ? 

Mr. SresenserG. My rights under the fifth amendment. 

Senator Burier. Would the answer to that question tend to incrim- 
inate you ? 

Mr. Sresensere. It might, sir. 

Senator Burier. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Sresenserc. All right. Thank you. 

Mr. Morris. The next witness is Mrs. Bollinger. 

Senator, the following three witnesses are employees of the 

Senator Butter. In the interests of time, if the witnesses are all 
here, we will swear them all at once. 

Are these the only three remaining witnesses ? 

Mr. Morris. These are the three remaining witnesses. 

Senator Burier. Do you, and each of you, swear the testimony 
you are about to give is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth, so help you God ? 

Mrs. Borxincer. I do. 

Mr. Lagos. I do. 

Mrs. Lagos. I do. 

Senator Butter. The witnesses are sworn. 





TESTIMONY OF MRS. RUTH BOLLINGER, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


Mr. Morris. Mrs. Bollinger, will you give your full name and ad- 
dress to the reporter ? 

Mrs. Botirncer. Mrs. Ruth Bollinger. 

Mr. Morris. Mrs. Ruth Bollinger ? 

Mrs. Botirncer. That’s right. 

Mr. Morris. Would you spell Bollinger, please ? 

Mrs. Boxurneer. B-o-]-]-1-n-g-e-r. My address is 157 East 89th 
Street, Manhattan. 

Mr. Morris. And what is your business or occupation ? 

Mrs. Bottincer. I am an automatic telegraph operator. I work 
what we call a perforated tape, automatic. 

Mr. Morris. Mrs. Bollinger, you are Mrs. Carl R. Bollinger, are 
you not? 

Mrs. BotirncGer. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. What does Mr. Bollinger do? 

Mrs. Boiirncer. He is an electronic technician. 

Mr. Morris. Where is he employed ? 

Mrs. Botirncer. He is employed in the microwave research section 
of the Polytechnic University in Brooklyn. 

Mr. Morris. The Polytechnic University in Brooklyn? 

Mrs. Botirncer. That is correct. 

Mr. Morris. What is that; what is the nature of that work ? 

Mrs. Botirncer. I haven’t the faintest idea. 

Mr. Morris. You don’t know what your husband does? 

Mrs. Boiurncer. No, aside from the fact that he is an electronic 
technician. He never talks to me about his work. 
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Mr. Morris. Does he not talk to you about it because it is classified 
or because it is of no interest to you ? 

Mrs. Botxincer. No; he does his work, and that’s all. We rarely 
discuss it. We have quite a lot of things at home. 

Senator Burier. How long have you been married to your present 
husband ? 

Mrs. Botirncer. My present husband? Seventeen years. 

Senator Butter. How long has he been engaged in the work he is 
now carrying on? 

Mrs. Botiincer. Four or five years, I guess, something like that. I 
wouldn’t know exactly. 

Senator Burier. And he never told you the nature of his work for 
4 or 5 years? 

Mrs. Botirncer. I don’t know, it’s technical work; I have no tech- 
nical education ; I have no formal education of any kind which would 
make it interesting for him to discuss that sort of thing with me. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us what your job is, Mrs. Bollinger ? 

Mrs. Botirncer. Yes. I am an automatic telegraph operator. I 
work one of the heavy circuits there; I think I told you in the executive 
session that we handle between 60 and 80 messages an hour. Most of 
them are meatpacking messages, business messages; I guess about a 
full 80 percent are business messages. The rest are soc ial messages. 

Mr. Morris. In other words, ‘the mess: ges coming through are 
mostly of a business nature and some are social ? 

Mrs. Bouncer. Oh, yes, yes, almost all of them, except for a few 
social messages that you get—somebody died or got married—some- 
thing of that sort. 

Mr. Morris. Are any of these destined for overseas, or any come 
from overseas ? 

Mrs. Bottrncer. Oh, yes; of course. They are all—they must be 
sent through, because the Western Union landlines is the one com- 
pany that sends these things through. This is the relay point from 
which they send messages from one company to another. This is 
the landline operation that are sent through to the country. 

Mr. Morris. Now, have you ever lived on Drewsville Road, 
Brewster, N. Y.? Did you ever live in Brewster, N. Y.? 

Mrs. Botiincer. No. 

Mr. Morris. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Botirncer. I must decline to answer that question. I invoke 
the fifth amendment. 

Senator Butter. Have you ever been a member of the party ? 

Mrs. BoturneGer. I have to invoke the fifth amendment on that ques- 
tion ; I decline to answer. 

Mr. Morris. Now, have you been a member of the Herman Boetts- 
cher Club—— 

Mrs. Boriineer. I will have to decline to answer that question on 
the same ground. 

Senator Burier. Are you an officer of your local union ? 

Mrs. Botiincer. I am a member of the executive board of my local, 
representing the division in which I now work. We are elected every 
2 years; they conduct elections through nominating committees, and 
then after that there is a referendum vote and each section generally 
has a member on the board, represented on the board, maybe more- 
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Senator Burier. How long have you been your section representa- 
tive? 

Mrs. Botiincer. Oh, only about a year, I guess; since this last 
election. 

Senator Butter. Who did you succeed ? 

Mrs. Boturncer. I didn’t succeed anyone. 

Senator Butter. You had no representation prior to your election ? 

Mrs. Botiincer. Well, they have, it is a combined—I don’t know— 
how to explain it, how it works—well, each, the union, just like the 
companies, is divided into certain divisions. In the traffic division, 
now, the traffic division will have a certan number of representatves 
on the executive board, depending upon the number of people who 
work in that particular division. 

Senator Burier. Did they add a new member when they put you 
on, or did you take somebody’s place ? 

Mrs. Botirncer. Let me see how that worked. I think—this is a 
small area—up until now we had all the other people representing 
this section, just the same. 

Senator Burter. You mean, New York isa small area? 

Mrs. Botirncer. No, no; I don’t represent New York. Let’s put 
it this way: 

I am one of the officers elected to represent the traffic division, 
wherever it is. 

Senator Butter. I am interested to know who was your predecessor 
in that office. 

Mrs. Botiincer. Every 2 years we have—I don’t know 

Senator Butter. An election, and somebody is elected. 

Mrs. Botirncer. And there are 5 or 6 people elected, and that’s 
all there is to it, in the whole division. 

Senator Butter. And they can’t elect anybody else? You have been 
there for about 1 year, and they add—— 

Mrs. Borzincer. The term of office is 2 years. At the end of 2 
years we will have another election, and there will be 5 more people 
elected in this entire division. 

Senator Burter. Will they be different people than the ones elected 
before? 

Mrs. Bo.irneer. If the people want it that way, of course. 

Senator Burier. Did you take anybody’s place on that board, and 
if so, what was the name of that person ? 

Mrs. Botitincer. I don’t remember; I can’t possibly tell you. 

Mr. Setxy. Shall we clarify this? 

Senator Butter. I think it is clear. 

Mr. Sexxy. It isn’t clear. 

The traffic division, so called traffic division, is a comparatively 
large division in the overall group that she is talking about. That 
group is entitled to X number of representatives. I don’t know what 
the number is; it may be 5 or 6, or whatever it is. She was elected 
one of the 5 or 6 at large. That doesn’t mean she represents specifically 
the workers at her job location; it is 5 or 6 out of the whole traffic 
department, which covers many phy sical areas. 

So the most she could tell you, it is not who she replaced, but 
who the 5 or 6 predecessors or representatives from the traffic de- 
partment were. She didn’t recognize any particular individual. 
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Four or five—whatever it was—were elected at large from various 
locations. 

Senator Butter. Is that public information, who those people are, 
from time to time? 

Mr. Setty. Yes. We publish a list of elected officers of the union. 

Senator Butter. That is what I wanted. 

Mrs. Bouirncer. I am sorry, Senator; I didn’t 
question. 

Mr. Morris. Have you ever been in Brewster, N. Y.? 

Mrs. Botiincer. Possibly I passed through there; I don’t know. 

Mr. Morris. But you never lived in Brewster for any period 
time ? 

(Mrs. Bollinger moved head. ) 

The Rerorrer. Would you give me an oral answer, please ? 

Mrs. Botirncer. No. 

Mr. Morris. Have Communist Party meetings ever been held in your 
home? 

Mrs. Botirneer. I decline to answer that question, on the grounds 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, I have no more questions of this witness. 

Senator Butter. I have no further questions. 

Next witness. 

Mr. Morris. You have something more to say, Mr. Rabinowitz? 

Mr. Rasrnowrrz. No. 

Senator Burter. I would ee to ask this question : 

You very emphatically said “No”—— 

Mr. Rastnowrrz. She was talking to the reporter. 

Mrs. Boxtiincer. He asked me to give a verbal report. I had 
shook my head. 
Mr. Morris. This witness has been sworn. 


understand your 


TESTIMONY OF FRANK LAGOS, BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


Mr. Morris. Will you give your name and address to the reporter 
Mr. Lagos. Frank Lagos. 

Mr. Morris. And where do you reside ? 

Mr. Lagos. 136 St. Paul’s Place, Brooklyn. 

Mr. Morris. And what is your business and profession ? 

Mr. Lagos. I am a teletype operator, or teleprinter operator, for 
Western Union Telegraph Co. at 60 Hudson Street, New York. 

Mr. Morris. Will you give us a description of what your job is? 

Mr. Lacos. Well, I work in the tie lines section on one floor of the 
Western Union Building, and on that side of the floor I handle the 
tie lines; that is, private wires that are tied into the general communi- 
cations system of Western Union—private companies, like Lentheric, 
textile companies, in the general order of that, private users. 

Mr. Morris. Mostly industrial rather than Government ? 

Mr. Lagos. Mostly industrial rather than Government. 

Mr. Morris. Is there any Government work at all from wires that 
you have access to ? 

Mr. Lacos. Not generally, in my section. There is one wire only, 


the GSA, the General Services Administration wire, and I don’t work 
that wire. 
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Mr. Morris. How long have you worked in this position ? 

Mr. Lagos. Well, I am going into my 30th year. 

Mr. Morris. Generally, have you had the same type of work all 
the time? 

Mr. Lacos. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Lacos. I refuse to answer that question on the ground of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Have you attended Communist Party meetings? 

Mr. Lacos. I decline to answer, on the same grounds. 

Mr. Morris. I think I have no further questions, Senator. 

Senator Butter. Are you an officer of your local union ? 

Mr. Lagos. I am a member of the executive board. 

Senator Butter. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Morris. I might point out, I think you probably know, the tes- 
timony before the Internal Security Subcommittee is that you have, at 
least in the past, been a member of the Communist Party. Are you 
acquainted with that testimony ? 

Mr. Lacos. I refuse to answer, on the same grounds. 

Mr. Rasrnowrrz. What is the question ? 

Mr. Morris. Do you know that there has been testimony to that 
fact ? 

Mr. Lacos. Yes; a previous report was published, I think. 

Mr. Morris. Was that testimony accurate? 

Mr. Lacos. I refuse to answer, on the ground of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. I have no further questions. 

Senator Butter. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Morris. Mrs. Lagos? 


TESTIMONY OF MRS. LILLIAN LAGOS, BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


Mr. Monass. Will you give your name and address to the reporter, 
lease ? 
. Mrs. Lagos. Mrs. Lilliam Lagos, 136 St. Paul’s Place, Brooklyn. 
Mr. Morris. And what is your business? 
Mrs. Lagos. I am a teletype operator at Western Union. 
Mr. Morris. How long have you been a teletype operator ? 
Mrs. Lacos. About 28 years. 
Mr. Morris. Will you give us a general description of what a tele- 
type operator, such as you, does? 
frs. Lagos. Yes. For a quite a few years I have worked around 
the area of wires that were dress wires, jewelry wires, and just recently 
I have acquired the skill of working on this new switching-tape 
system, and that is all Brooklyn wires. 
Mr. Morris. What is the nature of the wires in the instance you 
work on them ¢ 
Mrs. Lacos. Mostly business. 
Mr. Morris. Business messages ? 
Mrs. Lacos. Yes. 
Mr. Morris. Any Government transactions at all? 
Mrs. Lagos. There may be some, but I don’t recall the members, 
because the tape comes in so fast that all we are interested in is finding 
the destination of where the message is to go to, mark the destination, 





ll —— 


aS 


2 ist aia 


ca a 


SiN PARAS 
ah eg a apt 


ees 
Bae 


SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 3931 


and switch it through. We couldn’t even see the text of the message 
at all; it’s all over the floor—it’s that fast. 

Mr. Morris. But you could see it if you wanted to, if you had a 
particular interest ? : 

Mrs. Lagos. I suppose so. 

Senator Butter. It is perfectly visible; it is right there before your 
eyes, if you wanted to see it? F 

Mrs. Lagos. Yes, sir; it is in print, but I have worked on those 
Brooklyn wires before, and I know that most of them are business 
wires. They have been transferred over. 

Mr. Morris. Are you a Communist, Mrs. Lagos ? 

Mrs. Lagos. I decline to answer that, under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Have you attended Communist Party meetings in the 
past ? 

Mrs. Lagos. I decline to answer, for the same reason. 

Mr. Morris. Are you aware at the present time there is testimony 
before the Internal Security Subcommittee that you had, in fact, 
attended Communist Party meetings ? 

Mrs. Lacos. I read the pamphlet; yes. 

Mr. Morris. Was the testimony true? 

Mrs. Lagos. I decline to answer, under the fifth amendment. 

Senator Buriter. Are you a member of the official family of the 
union ¢ 

Mrs. Lagos. I wouldn’t say I am an official member. I am a shop 
steward; I don’t know whether you would call that official. 

Senator Burier. Is that post held by an officer of the union? 

Mrs. Lagos. No, no. I am elected by the people. I have been 
elected, so I am not, I am not connected with the union in any official 
capacity. 

Mr. Morris. Are you related to Mr. Kehoe, one of the officials? 

Mrs. Lagos. Yes; Mr. Kehoe is my brother-in-law. 

Mr. Morris. How is he related to you? 

Mrs. Lagos. Well, my husband’s sister is married to Mr. Kehoe. 

Senator Burier. No further questions. 

Mr. Morris. One other thing, Counsel. Mr. Kehoe did not testify 
here today, and your stipulation, now that the hearing is over, states 
his position ? 

Mr. Rasrnowrrz. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, we had expected to have here today, in addi- 
tion to the 4 officials of the ACA scheduled to testify here on Tuesday, 
that hearing was deferred for the reason of Mr. Rabinowitz’ request, 
and we had all 4 witnesses here today. That is why we had so many. 
Originally, we had asked Mr. Louis Goldblatt, secretary-treasurer of 
the ILWU, to testify. We have stipulated with that organization 
that he will appear here after the Ist of June, Senator. They are 
having negotiations on the west coast, and we deferred that, at his 
request. 

The other witness subpenaed today was Mr. Paul Boatin, who was 
the head of the Dearborn engine unit of the Ford local, of the United 
Auto Workers. At his request, we have given him an extension of 
time, and it may be, Senator, that he will testify here on Tuesday. 

There are other witnesses scheduled here for Tuesday. 


Senator Butter. Then the hearings will be recessed, subject to the 
call of the Chair. 
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(Whereupon, at 11:55 a. m., the subcommittee adjourned, subject 
to the call of the Chair.) 

(The following press release from the Western Union Telegraph 
Co., relative to testimony received by the subcommittee at the above 
hearing, was later received and ordered into the record :) 


[From the Western Union Telegraph Co.—for immediate release] 


May 9, 1957. 

Immediate suspension of three New York telegraph employees, who invoked the 
fifth amendment and refused to testify concerning alleged Communist Party 
membership before the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee at Washington, 
D. C., today, May 9, was announced by J. L. Wilcox, Western Union vice 
president. 

Mr. Wilcox’s notice to Mrs. Ruth Bollinger, of 157 East 89th Street, New York 
City, and Frank Lagos and Mrs. Lillian Lagos, of 136 St. Pauls Place, Brooklyn, 
follows: 

“This company is gravely concerned in the protection of its service, facilities, 
and equipment and with safely discharging its responsibility to our Government 
and patrons in safeguarding the secrecy of communications entrusted to our 
care. 

“Today, you refused to testify before the Senate Internal Security Subcom- 
mittee concerning Communist affiliations. Effective immediately, you are sus- 
pended from the active rolls of the company with pay. 

“You may become eligible for reinstatement if, prior to June 15, 1957, you 
appear before the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee and fully answer 
under oath all questions pertaining to Communist affiliations and, in addition, 
if in the course of such testimony you do not admit being a Communist. You 
may also become eligible for reinstatement if, prior to June 15, you obtain from 
an accredited security agency of the United States a certificate or statement 
clearing you of being a Communist. 

“If you fail to qualify for reinstatement, you will be discharged at the end of 
such suspension period.” 
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